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HOUSE sales

The following table shows the median house sale prices for New 
Plymouth City, Hawera, Bell Block, Stratford and Waitara for the 
month of September 2009. 

Taranaki – wide
On a regional basis, the median sales price for house sales 
in Taranaki during September 2009 was $283,000. This is 
an increase over June 2009 ($271,000) and December 2008 
($260,000). 

The number of sales has recently bounced back to 183, as has 
the time taken to sell - 29 days in September 2009.

source: REINZ
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Source: Statistics New Zealand20

BIRTHS AND DEATHS

Taranaki Resident Births
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• 255 lives births in the New Plymouth District, up from 
244 in the first quarter 2009; 

• 34 live births were recorded in Stratford up from 29 in 
the first quarter 2009; 

• South Taranaki experienced a decrease in live births. 
106 were recorded in quarter 2 2009 which is down 
from 106 in the first quarter 2009.

Resident Live Births – Quarterly by District

Resident Deaths – Quarterly by District
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External migration

Source: Statistics NZ External Migration21

External migration includes long term international arrivals and 
departures. It excludes the movement of people from one area 
to another in New Zealand.

There were 644 permanent and long-term arrivals in Taranaki 
region during the 6-months to June 2009 – slightly less than the 
654 recorded for the same period in 2008. 77.3 percent were 
arrivals to the New Plymouth District, 16.3 percent for South 
Taranaki and 6.4 percent located in Stratford. Taranaki arrivals 
on a quarterly basis are displayed below.
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There were 652 permanent and long term departures from 
the Taranaki region during the 6 months to June 2009. This is 
considerably less than the same period in 2008 when there were 
900 departures from the region. 

The net change for the Taranaki region (international migrant 
arrivals less departures) is displayed below. In the last two years, 
New Plymouth District has experienced a net loss of 21 people, 
Stratford has gained 4 people and the number of international 
people relocating to the South Taranaki District equals the 
number relocating away from the district. The last quarter has 
seen a positive reversal in New Plymouth and Stratford of net 
migration. The December quarter also appears to generate 
greater levels of long term net gains in migration. 
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tourism
- Commercial 
accommodation

22 Source: Statistics NZ Commercial Accommodation Survey

In the year to June 2009 a total of 336,496 room nights were 
sold in commercial accommodation in the Taranaki region. The 
length of stay averaged 2.03 nights, and in total there were 
559,316 guest nights for the period.

This is an increase of 2.8 percent in room nights sold over 
previous year while guest nights fell 0.1 percent. The length of 
stay has also increased 2.1 percent.

Taranaki’s growth rate in commercial accommodation surpassed 
the New Zealand average. Nationally, there was a 1.9 percent 
decline in room nights in 2008/09.

Location

Room 
Nights

% change
2008 - 2009

Guest 
Nights

% change
2008 - 2009

Length of 
Stay

% change
2008 - 2009

New Zealand -1.9 -3.5 1.5

Taranaki 2.8 -0.1 2.1

Since 2000 room nights and guest nights (in commercial 
accommodation) in Taranaki has continued to increase. As 
shown in the following graphs, relative to 1997/98, guest nights 
in Taranaki are now 50 percent higher and room nights sold 
have increased by 62.1 percent. 
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TOURISM - COMMERCIAL ACCOMMODATION
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Analysis by District 
– June 08 year to June 
09 year-on-year
This section provides an analysis of commercial accommodation 
for the New Plymouth, Stratford and South Taranaki Districts.

New Plymouth District

•	 There were 262,527 room nights sold to the New 
Plymouth District during 2008/09 and a total of 
441,594 guest nights. 

•	 This is an increase in room nights of 0.3 percent.

•	 Guest nights during this period decreased by 2.5 
percent.

•	 Visitors stayed an average of 2.03 nights

Stratford

•	 There were 28,525 room nights sold in the Stratford 
District during 2008/09 and a total of 43,336 guest 
nights. 

•	 This is a increase in room nights sold of 14.8 percent.

•	 Guest nights in Stratford, increased by 14.5 percent.

•	 Visitors stayed an average of 2.08 nights.

South Taranaki

•	 There were 45,444 room nights sold in the South 
Taranaki District during 2008/09 and a total of 74,387 
guest nights. 

•	 This is an increase in guest nights of 7.5 percent.

•	 Room nights sold recorded an increase of 11.9 percent.

•	 Visitors stayed an average of 2.08 nights.

Sub-Regional Summary: 2008/09 relative to 
2007/08

District
New 

Plymouth Stratford
South 

Taranaki

Room Nights 
growth (%)

0.3 14.8 11.9

Guest nights 
– growth (%)

-2.5 14.5 7.5

Length of stay 
(nights)

2.03 2.08 2
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about
VENTURE TARANAKI

As Taranaki’s regional development agency, Venture Taranaki 
is committed to making Taranaki grow. That’s why we’re 
interested in helping to make your business a success.

If you need advice and assistance or access to information and 
knowledge to support your business aspiration, we offer a single 
point of contact if you are:

•	 Thinking of starting a business

•	 Considering relocating or investing in Taranaki

•	 Trying to grow your business, or if you business is going 
through changes

Disclaimer: Venture Taranaki’s services and opinions are of a general nature and should be used as a guide only. They are not a substitute 
for commercial judgment or independent professional advice which should be obtained prior to any business matter.

We have a range of products and services to meet your business 
needs, most of which are fully subsidised. 

Information is available on-line at www.taranaki.info/business or 
call us:

Venture Taranaki
9 Robe Street, PO Box 670 
New Plymouth 4340, New Zealand 
Telephone (06) 759 5150 
Fax: (06) 759 5154 
Email: info@taranaki.info 
Twitter: @Taranaki_NZ 
Facebook: Taranaki – like no other




