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Film premiere rolls out the red carpet 

Taranaki expats: Hollywood actress 
Melanie Lynskey and writer/director 
Anthony McCarten. 

Leading man: Craig Hall with wife 
and actress Sarah Wiseman and his 
mother. 

The New Zealand premiere of Show 
of Hands, an offbeat love story 
filmed in New Plymouth, drew the 
stars and the crowds to the red car-
pet on 4 November.  
 
The film, supported by Venture 
Taranaki through its film unit, tells 
the story of a competition to win a 
car by keeping a hand on it. It is 
based on a true story, and written 
and directed by former Taranaki 
man Anthony McCarten and stars 
Melanie Lynskey, who also grew 
up in New Plymouth.  
 
The premiere and the film itself has 
generated major media coverage 

of the region, and is an important 
means to showcase the Taranaki 
creative sector, as well as attract-
ing new investment into the region. 
 

New Plymouth Mayor Peter Tennent 
arrives home with the international 
Liveable Communities award. 

New Plymouth the world’s best 
New Plymouth is the world's best 
city of its size, and the Coastal 
Walkway is one of the World's best 
natural projects, according to an 
international judging panel. 
 
The Liveable Communities Awards 
in Dongguan, China, awarded New 
Plymouth the gold award for cities 
between 20,000 and 75,000.  The 
New Plymouth Coastal Walkway 
also gained an international gold 
award for best Natural Project.  
 
“These awards confirm what North 
& South magazine found last month 
and we have known for years - New 
Plymouth is a great place," says VT 
Chief Executive Stuart Trundle.  
"New Plymouth has always seen 

itself as a dynamic and innovative 
community, with a firm commit-
ment to preserving its unique natu-
ral environment. The world is now 
catching on."  
 
The awards presentation also pro-
vided an opportunity to showcase 
New Plymouth's burgeoning crea-
tive sector, with local firms Momen-
tum Studios and TGM Design con-
tributing to the presentation led by 
Mayor Peter Tennent.  
 
"In a tightening global economy, 
this international award will posi-
tion both New Plymouth and 
Taranaki as a credible region in 
which to visit, live, work, and  
invest," says Mr Trundle.  
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Oil and Gas Expo 
2009
 
The oil and gas Specialist Technol-
ogies Cluster exhibited for the 4th 
time at the New Zealand Oil & Gas 
Expo and Conference held at New 
Plymouth’s TSB Stadium this week.  
 
The 20 strong group had a large 
presence at the Expo promoting 
their products and services and 
agree it was a worthwhile exercise. 
The conference ran on the first day 
of the event and was well attended.  
 
Organised by Swan exhibitions and 
runs every two years. The cluster 
will also be attending the Aus-
tralian Oil & Gas Expo in Perth in 
March 2010 for the 5th time since 
inception.  

For more information on the cluster 
members and what they do, please 
visit www.oilandgas.co.nz

What Motivates Your Staff
Business owners cannot build a 
winning business on their own - 
they need the support of staff. This 
workshop by Sam Tyson will help 
you get your staff to be the best 
thing that ever happened to your 
business, and you to be the best 
boss that ever happened to them.

This 3-hour workshop will give you 
an understanding of what motivates 
your staff, how to get the best out 
of them and how to manage their 
behaviour.  Most importantly you 
will learn how to engage your 
staff to care about delivering 
extraordinary results.  
 
Limited places are still available on 
this course, which runs from 9am 
– 12pm, 16 September 2009. To 
secure your place contact Sarah at 
etp@venture.org.nz or 06 759 5166. 

Effective Business Planning 
Even in the current economic 
climate there are businesses that 
will grow and succeed. These 
businesses know what it takes 
and they have a plan. In your 

own business, strategic planning 
is often the last thing on the list. 
Sam Tyson will show you how 
to transform your business from 
potential into extraordinary results.

The 9-hour, 3-part series will 
cover setting goals and objectives, 
understanding the value in your 
business, preparing a strong 
foundation for growth and 
measuring success. The course 
runs from 9am-12pm on 1, 8 and 
15 October, and limited places are 
still available – contact Sarah at 
etp@venture.org.nz or 06 759 5166. 

Enterprise Training Courses are 
fully funded and include a free 
online assessment and one-to-
one followup coaching to ensure 
you get the most benefit.  from 
attendance.  
 
Both courses are held at Venture 
Taranaki, 9 Robe Street, New 
Plymouth. For more information on 
these and other upcoming courses 
contact Sarah Brotherstone on 
etp@venture.org.nz or 06 759 5166. 

Venture Taranaki’s Enterprise Training Programme presents a range of 
courses to help your business get ahead. There are places still available 
on upcoming Staff Motivation and Effective Business Planning courses. 
What’s more, both courses are fully subsidised. 

Boost your business with Venture  
Taranaki’s Enterprise Training  
Programme


